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October 9, 2020 
Dear Sharks Families: 
 
We have received many questions concerning NY State’s restrictions and the on-going efforts 
to demonstrate to Governor Cuomo that hockey can safely return to play.  The latest from USA 
Hockey is attached.  We have had many discussions with senior officials from the Long Island 
Hockey League (LIAHL), New York State Amateur Hockey Association (NYSAHA), and USA 
Hockey.  Efforts to lobby the Governor’s office are continuing.  We are told the restrictions may 
“loosen soon,” but have not received any definite or actionable information. At present, there is 
no prohibition (by USA Hockey or NYSAHA) for our teams to participate in USA Hockey 
sanctioned showcases/tournaments, subject to state and local law and regulations. Our team 
managers and governors are working hard to identify opportunities for our teams to supplement 
their practice schedules with games.  On a bright note, all of our players are receiving a 
tremendous opportunity to practice and develop skills with exceptional coaching more so this 
season than any other.      
 
Late yesterday, in response to a specific recommendation from the lobbyists, the President of 
the LIAHL requested all member organizations to halt out-of-state games for two (2) weeks 
beginning Tuesday, Oct 13th, as this is expected to help clear the path for the restart of games 
in NY State.  In turn, we have asked all team managers and governors to not schedule games 
between Oct 13th -26th.   Any team booked to participate in the EJEPL Showcase on Oct 24-25th 
may go and is not being asked cancel. 
 
We thank our coaches and volunteers for all they do and are doing to create as normal of a 
season as possible under very abnormal circumstances.  We are equally grateful to our host 
rinks for their efforts to keep the facilities clean and our players safe.  Attached are the latest 
protocols from Iceland.  Please review carefully and take notice that parents must wear masks 
at all time while in the facility.  Happily, our players are now permitted to lace up and leave their 
bags inside the building while practicing.   
 
Finally, we understand that games are an important part of the experience for our families and 
ask that everyone continue to be patient and be kind as we all wait for the green light to resume 
games in NY.  We expect each team will have the opportunity to participate in the usual amount 
of games for their age group before we close the books on the 2020-2021 season.  In the unlikely 
event a team does not, appropriate adjustments, credits and/or refunds will be provided.  In the 
meantime, we are moving the due date for the third and final tuition payment from November 
15th until at least December 15th while we continue to take a wait-and-see approach on the way 
forward.  The second tuition payment was due on September 15th.  If you are one of the few 
families which has not yet made the second payment, we ask that you do so without further 
delay to ensure sufficient funds are received to continue to pay our coaches, the EJEPL league 
and showcases fees and Iceland.  
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Finally, we reiterate in the strongest terms possible, if your player or anyone in your family feels 
ill or is showing signs/symptoms of Covid, STAY HOME!.   
 
 

        Yours in Hockey, 
 
       Sharks Elite Hockey Club 

 

        George M. Chalos 
 
        George M. Chalos, President  
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